Scleral perforation during cataract surgery.
Two cases are described of scleral perforation due to the needle of the bridle suture done before cataract extraction in 1,280 consecutive cases. The immediate diagnosis is important and is based on acute hypotony of the globe, the appearance of vitreous fluid under the conjunctiva, or both. Cryopexy with scleral buckling followed immediately by the usual cataract extraction is recommended. This procedure allows judgment of the actual state and avoids a second operation.